MONTGOMERY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION
Minutes of the Tuesday, June 9, 2015 6:00 P.M. Workshop and Special Public Meeting

These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject to change or modification.

The Montgomery Township Board of Education held a Workshop and Special Public Meeting on
Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.

OPENING OF THE MEETING

A. The Montgomery Township Board of Education held a workshop and special public
meeting on Tuesday, June 9, 2015 in the Upper Middle School Media Center.

B. Roll Call - The following Board members were present: Sandra Donnay (arrived at
6:20 p.m.), Dharmesh Doshi, Humberto Goldoni, Nicholas Hladick (arrived at 7:00
p-m.), Judy Humza, Adelle Kirk-Csontos, Amy Miller (arrived at 6:05 p.m.) and
Christine Witt

Also Present: Nancy Gartenberg, Superintendent
Deborah Sarmir, Assistant Superintendent
Thomas M. Venanzi, Business Administrator/
Board Secretary
Annette M. Wells, Associate School Business Administrator/
Assistant Board Secretary

C. President Kirk-Csontos then read the following Statement of Open Meeting and
Public Participation — In accordance with the State’s Sunshine Law, adequate notice
of this meeting was provided by mailing notice of meeting on January 7, 2015 and
June 2, 2015. Notice was provided to Board of Education Members, Montgomery
Township Clerk, Rocky Hill Borough Clerk, Public Library, Township Posting,
School Postings, PTSA Officers, Courier News, Princeton Packet, Trenton Times,
and The Star Ledger.

D. President Kirk-Csontos then led everyone in the Salute to the Flag.
E. President Kirk-Csontos welcomed all to the workshop and special public meeting.
BOARD RECOGNITION —2014-2015 RETIREMENT RECOGNITION

The MHS Jazz Ensemble lead by teacher Mr. Jeffrey Woodworth performed for the board and
public.

Ms. Gartenberg recognized Eagle Scout, Mr. Nicholas Thomsen.

The following retirees were recognized:

Mr. Michael Richards, Lower Middle School Principal, spoke on behalf of Ms. Debbie Camamis
Ms. Susan Lacy, Village Elementary School Principal, spoke on behalf of Mr. Alfred Hadinger and
Ms. Cathleen McMullen.
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Ms. Kathleen Scotti, Orchard Hill Elementary School Principal, spoke on behalf of Ms. Bonnie
Higginbotham.

Mr. Paul Popadiuk, Montgemery High School Principal, spoke on behalf of Ms. Eileen Moran and
Ms. Laurie Hunter.

Ms. Joanne Tonkin, Supervisor of Special Services 9-12/ESY K-12, spoke on behalf of Ms. Cindy
Simmons.

Mr, Robert Austin, Director of Facilities, spoke on behalf of Mr. Stephen Magyari.

Mr. Thomas Venanzi spoke on behalf of Mr. Robert Austin.

Ms, Kelly Mattis, Director of Human Resources, spoke on behalf of Ms. Ann Mancaruso.

Ms. Nancy Gartenberg spoke on behalf of Mr, Thomas Venanzi.

SELECTION OF BOARD OF EDUCATION CANDIDATE
President Kirk-Csontos thanked the following candidates who had applied for the board member
vacancy created by the resignation of Ms. Annie Michaelson and encouraged all to put in a petition
for the November election:
e Ms. Saranga Bhalla
Ms. Phyllis Bursh
Mr. Richard Cavalli
Mr. Dale Huff
Mr. Paul Johnson
Ms. Ranjana Rao
Mr. Tom Riggs
Ms. Dana Rosen

Mr. Venanzi described the process for the interviews.

President Kirk-Csontos outlined the responsibilities of being a board member and the length of the
term. The candidates were provided with an opportunity to give an opening statement which
addressed their interest in serving on the board, the skills and expertise that they would bring to the
board table and their view on the role of a school board member. The candidates were also asked a
number of questions where each candidate was given time to respond to each question. Finally, the
candidates were given the opportunity to make a closing statement on why the board should select
them to the position on the board.

EXECUTIVE SESSION — A motion was made by Mr. Goldoni and seconded by Ms. Humza that the
board adopt a resolution to go into executive session at 8:30 p.m.

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 provides that a public
body may exclude the public from that portion of a meeting of which the public body discusses
certain matters for which confidentiality is required as permitted in Section 7B of the act.

RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Township of Montgomery in the County of
Somerset and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. The board will deliberate on the candidates for the open board member position. 7
2. The matters discussed in executive session shall be disclosed to the public when the
need for confidentiality no longer exists.
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Upon call of the roll, the motion carried with a unanimous vote recorded.

RETURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION — The Board returned from Executive Session at 9:00
p.m.

ROLL CALL ON THE SELECTION OF BOARD MEMBER
After deliberating on the candidates for the board of education vacancy, the following roll call vote
was taken to select a board member:

Ms. Donnay — Ms. Bursch
Mr. Doshi — Mr. Huff

Mr. Goldoni — Mr. Huff

Mr. Hladick — Mr. Cavalli
Ms. Miller — Mr. Riggs

Ms. Witt — Mr, Huff

Ms. Humza — Mr. Huff

Ms. Kirk-Csontos — Mr. Huff

Mr, Dale Huff received a majority vote of the board members present and was declared to be
selected to the board of education. The newly-selected board member, Mr. Dale Huff, who had
signed and executed the state required oath for school board members, was sworn into the board by
Mr. Venanzi.

EXECUTIVE SESSION — A motion was made by Mr. Doshi and seconded by Mr. Goldoni that the

board adopt a resolution to go into executive session at 9:07 p.m.
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231 of the Laws of 1975 provides that a public
body may exclude the public from that portion of a meeting of which the public body discusses

certain matters for which confidentiality is required as permitted in Section 7B of the act.

RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Township of Montgomery in the County of
Somerset and State of New Jersey as follows:

1. Items related to personnel and student disciplinary matters will be discussed.

2. The matters discussed in executive session shall be disclosed to the public when the
need for confidentiality no longer exists.

Upon call of the roll, the motion carried with a unanimous vote recorded.
Mr. Hladick left the meeting at 9:07 p.m.

RETURN FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION - The Board returned from Executive Session at 9:45
p.m.
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COMMITTEE/REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS

Representative Reports

Student Representative Report
No Report

MTEA Report
Ms. Debra O’Reilly, Montgomery Township Education Association President, gave the following

report:

e Music From The Heart - our Grease! performance was a sold out show! We had
administrators, staff, and students from every building involved in the show. Grease! raised
$10,538 in scholarship money, which we split with the Band Parents Association. The
MTEA awarded two scholarships at $1,500 each. One was given to Ms. Linda Jones and
the other to Mr, William Chick. Thanks to MTEA Philanthropic Chairs — Ms. Evangeline
Thomton and Ms. Diana Loiacono for their efforts in overseeing this wonderful program for
our students and community. Thanks to the NJEA for funding the grant that makes Music
From The Heart possible. We could not have done this without the efforts of Mr. Peter Vala
and Ms. Ginny Lucas. They do this for a love of the show and are not paid a dime for any
of their time.

Jeans for Troops - MTEA sponsored along with Administration. We raised $1,200.
Community Book clubs are currently being held.

MTEA’s community involvement and philanthropic events have been a huge success this
year.

Board Member Delepgate/Representative Reports (SCSBA, PTSA, Legislative, NJSBA, Ed.
Services Commission, etc.)

Ms. Donnay reported that she attended the May 16™ NJSBA Delegate Assembly meeting, One
resolution was put forth requesting that new board members be sworn in two weeks after the
November election instead of waiting until January. NJSBA was opposed to this resolution, and it
did not pass.

Ms. Donnay reported that the Municipal Alliance Committee met last night. They are sponsoring
Walkout on Drugs with the Elks club this Saturday at Montgomery Park from 10 — 2 pm. The
Municipal Alliance Committee wants to remind the community that serving alcobol to underage
kids is against the law. Municipal Alliance Committee would like to have more of a partnership
with the lower schools as they presently have representation from only the high school. The
committee will not be meeting in July or August. The next meeting will be held the second
Monday in September.
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Board Committee Reports

Assessment, Curricutum and Instruction Committee Report
Mr. Doshi, reported that the committee met on May 11th and discussed the following items:

e Textbook recommendations which were approved at the last board meeting. At the last
meeting there was a report that a page in the Grade 5 history book was inaccurate. The
district found that the details in the textbook were exact and precise.

¢ Partnering with Morris County School of Technology

e Survey on Bring Your Own Device to get feedback from families.

Operations, Facilities and Finance Committee Report
Mr. Goldoni reported that the committee met on May 18th and discussed the following items:
o Monthly financial reports — strong financial position, extraordinary aid application has been
submitted, legal expenses are within budget, transfer needs for special education
¢ Annual Review of district Food Service — sample of food for upcoming year, service doing
well, sales are up 8% from prior year, we will be over the guarantee return of $100,000.
Next year’s guarantee will be a little lower, but they usually exceed the guarantee.
Appropriation of funds into reserves to help fund health benefits
Appointment of professional services for potential referendum

Human Resources Committee Report
Ms. Kirk-Csontos reported that the committee met last Friday morning and discussed the following

items:

Personnel agenda

Curriculum writing stipends

Ongoing support of ratification of memorandum of agreement
Sick bank committee

Superintendent’s merit goals

Job descriptions/schedule B

Ms. Kirk-Csontos reported that the next meetings will be held on July 20™ and August 17%.

Policy Committee Report ‘
Ms. Donnay reported that the committee met on May 21st and discussed a number of financial

policies.

6141 Tax Revenues

6230  Budget Hearing

6160 Grants from Private Sources
6210  Fiscal Planning

6320  Purchase Subject to Bid

Ms. Donnay reported that the next meeting will be held on July 23, 2015.

External Affairs/Communications Committee Report
No Report
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President’s Report
No Report

BOARD/PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Charles Horn described a situation he encountered with his son’s class rank listed on paperwork
to the US Merchant Marine Academy. Mr. Horn feels that his son would have been accepted into
the Academy if the class rank had not been listed. Mr. Horn stated that the school profile and board
policy are in conflict with each other. Mr. Horn requested that the board send a letter saying that
they retract and rescind the information sent on his son’s behalf.

Mr. Alan Wirsul discussed a board member ethics issue.

Ms. Kirk-Csontos thanked Mr. Horn for his comments and patience. She stated that now was not
the appropriate time to comment, but she will discuss the issue with Ms. Gartenberg and the board’s
legal counsel. Mr. Horn should be receiving an answer by next week.

REVIEW OF MINUTES
The board reviewed the following minutes:

May 12, 2015 Executive Session Meeting

May 12, 2015 Workshop Meeting and Special Meeting
May 19, 2015 Executive Session Meeting

May 19, 2015 Business Meeting

el e

There were no comments for changes to the minutes. The minutes will be approved at the June 16™
Business Meeting.

REVIEW DRAFT BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA FOR JUNE 16, 2015
The Board reviewed the draft agenda for the June 16, 2015 Business Meeting.

BOARD/PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Wirsul discussed various topics including: merging of two committees into OFF, a board
member who missed three meetings and was not voted off of the board, public participation at
committee meetings, January 2015 board presentation by Legal Counsel, teacher resignation,
transparency and board meeting tapes.

Ms. Donnay responded that the new board member absence policy is proactive and now outlines the
procedures. She stated that the policy will be enforced going forward.

ACTION AGENDA

1.0 ADMINISTRATIVE

A motion was made by Ms, Witt and seconded by Mr, Goldoni to approve agenda item 1.1
as follows:

1.1 Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) Report — Accept the Harassment, Intimidation
and Bullying Report dated June 5, 2015 and noted for acceptance.
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Upon call of the roll, the motion carried with seven members voting in favor and Mr, Huff
abstaining,

20 CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION

A motion was made by Ms. Humza and seconded by Mr. Doshi to approve agenda item 2.1
as follows:

2.1  Consultant Approval — Approve Dara Bogovic, Performance Matters, to provide one day
professional development, Train-the-Trainer Course, on June 12, 2015, Rate of service is
$2,000.00.

Upon call of the roll, the motion carried with seven members voting in favor and Mr. Huff
abstaining.

40 PERSONNEL
A motion was made by Ms. Humza and seconded by Mr. Goldoni to approve agenda item
4.1 as follows (see Pages 8 - 31).

Upon call of the roll, the motion carried with seven members voting in favor and Mr. Huff
abstaining.

A motion was made by Ms. Witt and seconded by Mr. Doshi to approve agenda item 4.2 as
follows (see Pages 32 - 34).

Upon call of the roll, the motion carried with a unanimous vote recorded.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Mr, Doshi and seconded by Ms. Humza to adjourn the meeting at 10:32
p.m. Upon call of the question, the motion carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Shimme_ i Jz/a&
Thomas M. Venanzi

School Business Administratot/
Board Secretary
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